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Tnis IS a de-risiL-n on tlie p-eriticn under 37 CFP !.iu(e;-, rriea 
August 23, 2002, and sup'pl omen ted on August 50, 2002, and on 
October 28, 2002, requesting that the above- identified 
aoolication ii-e accorded a fi.lina date of January 31, 2002. 



^he petition is GRANTED . 



Ar-pilicants rogue.'r-^ the acceptance of the ari'plicati'jn w:.r.h the 
riling date of January 31, 1002 -jn the basis tha*. the application 
was alle'iedly dep-jsi.^.ed in F,:-:pre5.3 Mail service (Express Mail 
mailing lat'Cl ttEK003:.53000U3 ) on January 31, 2002, pursuant to 
t:.he requirements of 37 CFP 1.10, and ^nat the submissic-n was nor 
re-'^eived by the Patent and Trademar-: 'Office. 

In suppo>rt, the petition is ::iC-::ompanied by a ccpy I'f the Express 
Mail mailing label, receipt nc-. EP' 0051 530-?6U3; however, the 
express nail label is liiank. Petiti-mers aver tnat the 
:-;p:pli cation was deposited for delivery Express Mail Post Office 
to Addressee on January 31, 2002; but, the post office returned 
the application as undel iver ab le on Febru5iry c , -002. Applicants 
allegedly ffr^jmptly re-file:l the atpJ i tat i in an:i th-- instant 
petition. In support thi..s petit ior., Petiott-ners suitmit a c-jpy 
of the Postal Service Express Mail Tracking and Delivery 
t'tnf irmat ion which indicates that Er'OC'^ 13 : 09603 v;as accepted at 
7:03 pm on January 31, 2002. The same Express Mail mailing 
number appears atop the cipy of the Aoplitation Transmittal sheet 
submittea with the instant pe-titic'r;. 

The Offi-te considers tne date the c-ir resp>ondence is shi-wn to have 
Iveen deposited as ''Express Mail" to be the ^'date-in'' on the 
Fxturess Mail mailing laoel . See MPEP §^1?;. The date indicated on 
tne ''date-in" on the Express Mail m.i^iling label verifies that the 
package was actually mailed. In view of the above, the eviden::e 
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is convincirKg that the application was deposited as ''Express 
Mail" with the US Posral Service on January 31, 2002. 
Accordingly, the application is accepted as filed on January 31, 
2 0 C 2 . 

Since the instant petiticn has been granted, no petition fee is 
due and ncne has been cnarged. 

The application is being fi-rwarded to Office of Initial Patent 
Examinat ic'n for further processing with a filing dare of January 
31 > 2002 . 

Telephone inquiries c-jncerninc this matter should be directed to 
the undersigned at '703) 305-0014. 
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